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It will thus be seen that the past \'ear has been the severest in the 
Presidency since the outbreak of plague. According to the census of 
1901, the population of the Presidency is 18,481,362. 



Report from Calcutta- 



- Transactions of service — Cholera and plague 
mortality. 



Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports, June 30 and July 7, as 
follows: 

During the week ended June 25, 1904, bill of health was issued to 
the steamship Briez Huel bound for Boston and New York with no 
passengers and a crew of 43. The effects of the Lascars were disin- 
fected and fumigated, and rat guards were kept on wharf lines while 
the vessel lay at dock. 

During the week ended July 2, 1904 bills of health were issued t'o 
steamship York Castle bound for New York with captain's wife and 
child as passengers and a crew of 42, and steamship Goodwin bound 
for Boston and New York with a crew of 58 and no passengers. The 
effects of the Lascars were disinfected and fumigated, and rat guards 
were kept on wharf lines while the vessels lay at dock. 

During the week ended June 25, 1904, there were 22 deaths from 
plague and 19 from cholera in Calcutta. In Bengal, for the week 
ended June 18, there were 162 cases and 159 deaths from plague. In 
all India, for the week ended June 11, there were 9,112 cases and 7,762 
deaths from plague. 

During the week ended July 2, 1904, there were 9 deaths from plague 
and 20 from cholera in Calcutta. In Bengal for the week ended June 
25 there were 100 cases and 95 deaths, and for the week ended July 2 
there were 58 cases and 56 deaths from plague. In all, India for the 
week ended June 18 there were 6,851 cases and 5,929 deaths from 
plague. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — Plague prophylaxis on 
board ship — International Medical Congress at Lisbon — Rat exter- 
mination at Naples. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, July 18, as follows: During 
the week ended July 16, 1904, the following ships were inspected at 
Naples and Palermo: 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


Destination. 


Steerage 
passengers 
inspected 

and passed. 


Pieces of 
large bag- 
gage in- 
spected 
and passed. 


Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Number of 

steerage 

passengers 

recom- 
mended for 
rejection. 


July 12 


Napolit&n Prince 


New York 

do 


168 
219 


34 

55 


310 
450 


11 
11 











PALERMO. 



July 11 
13 



Calabria 

Napolitan Prince . 



New York . 
do 



32 
185 



60 
200 
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Plague prophylaxis on board ship. 

At London a bill has been approved in the House of Lords to regu- 
late the application of measures designed to prevent the diffusion of 
plague on board ship. 

International Medical Congress to be held at Lisbon. 

It is announced that the International Medical Congress at Lisbon, 
Portugal, will be held in April, 1906. 

Rat extermination at Naples. 

The campaign against rats has been steadily continued at Naples 
since the outbreak of bubonic plague here in September, 1902, at which 
time there, was established with certainty a focus of infection in the 
warehouses of the Punto Franco in the port. A regular sanitary serv- 
ice has been organized for this purpose under the direction of the sani- 
tary office of the municipality. The investigation is not confined to 
the original focus of infection, but is extended to the entire port, the 
sewers, and the caverns in the tufa rock on which the city is built. 
These caverns hewn in the tufa for the purpose of obtaining building 
material form one of the characteristics of Naples. Many of them 
are very ancient and were used as catacombs in the early centuries of 
the Christian era. Along the sea border at Posilippo, beneath the 
handspme villas of that part of the city, these immense grottoes form 
a striking feature of the landscape. The caverns are now infested 
with hordes of rats and consequently demand vigilant policing by the 
sanitary authorities. 

The jats that are taken alive are first drowned in a solution of sul- 
phuric acid and then burned in a crematory. All rats found dead are 
gathered in with every precaution, examined for evidences of bubonic 
plague, and finally burned at the bacteriological cabinet of the munici- 
pality. Employees engaged in hunting rats are prohibited to go bare- 
footed, a practice very common amqng workmen in Italy, and are 
submitted to regular medical inspection to prevent infection among 
the sanitary personnel. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Progreso and Merida — Inspection of vessels — Yellow 
fever — Increase in number of mosquitoes. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Harrison reports as follows: Weekended 
July 29, 1904: Estimated population, 8,000; quarantinable disease, 
yellow fever; 1 case, 1 death. This case, probably infected in Merida, 
was sent to the lazaretto here July 24, and died July 27. It is the 
second reported at this port this season, the first having been on 
April 28. Full report of the case will be made under separate cover 
later. 

Deaths from other causes have been as follows: Puerperal fever, 
tuberculosis, athrepsia, traumatism, gastro-enteritis, entero-colitis, etc. 
Total, 8. 

General conditions are only fair. Frequent rains have caused an 
increase in the number of mosquitoes. 

Merida still reports continuance" of the yellow fever. 



